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INTRODUCTION 
 
 
On 15 November 2013, the General Statistics Office’s Director General 

issued the Decision No 1241/QD-TCTK on conducting the 2014 Labour 
Force survey (LFS). The purpose of the survey had collecting basics 
information on labour market in 2014. The synthetic information is presented 
for the whole country, urban/rural areas; 6 socio-economic regions, Hanoi and 
Ho Chi Minh city for quarterly and all centrally governed cities/provinces for 
yearly. 
 

This report presents major findings of the second quarter 2014 Labour 
force survey in order to provide information about labour and employment to 
data users in experience comparison with data of previous annual LFS of the 
General Statistics Office and in accordance with the international standards. 
The survey aimed to collect information about main activities relate to labour 
market for persons aged 15 and above. Therefore, labour market indicators 
were presented in this report, mainly calculated those aged 15 and above. 
Because in Vietnam, demand in using labour market indicator for population 
in working age (15-59 years old for male and 15-54 years old for female), so 
the results for this age group were separately calculated for some key 
indicators about unemployment and underemployment. 
 
 The 2014 LFS were received technical support from International 
Labour Organization (ILO). The General Statistics Office highly appreciates 
this support and would like to continue receiving future support from ILO in 
the upcoming survey. 
 

The General Statistics Office hope that this report will meet basic 
demands for information from socio-economic policy makers, especially from 
those persons related to labour and employment field. We warmly welcome 
all constructive comments from readers. 

  
Thank you very much. 
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Comments and detail information, please contact the following address: 

Department of Population and Labour Statistics, General Statistics Office, 6B 
Hoang Dieu, Ha Noi. 

Tel:   +(84 4) 38 230 100, 38 433 353;  

Fax:   +(84 4) 37 339 287;  

Email:  dansolaodong@gso.gov.vn 
 
 

GENERAL STATISTICS OFFICE 
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I. SUMMARY 
 

• As of the 1st July 2014, the total working-age population of Vietnam aged 
15 years and older was 69.3 million, of which 53.7 million people were in 
the labour force. Moreover, approximately 70.2% of the labour force in 
Vietnam was still concentrated in rural areas, despite substantial growth in 
the urban share of labour force.  

• The labour force participation rate was 77.5% and higher in rural areas 
(81.2%) than in urban areas (70%). In addition, a gender gap participation 
is prevalent: female labour force participation is 73.4%  and 8.5 percentage 
points lower than the rate for men. 

• The labour force consisted of 52.8 million employed persons and 0.9 
million unemployed persons.    

• The employment-to-population ratio of the population aged 15 and over in 
the second quarter of 2014 was 76.2%. However, there were considerable 
differences between urban and rural areas. The urban employment-to-
population ratio was 12.5 percentage points lower than the ratio in rural 
areas.  

• As of the 1st July 2014, the total underemployment population was 1140.2 
thousand. There were 86.3% underemployed workers were based in rural 
areas. 

• Overall the unemployment rate remained low at 1.84% with the total 
unemployed population 0.9 million.  

• The youth aged 15-24 unemployment rate was 5.09% in the second quarter 
of 2014. Youth accounted for 43.9% of the total unemployed population, 
with the proportion in urban areas (39.8%) lower than in rural areas 
(48.9%). Meanwhile, youth underemployment accounted for only 19.7% 
in total underemployment.  
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Selected key indicators of the labour market 

 

Indicator 
Quarter 
3, 2013 

Quarter 
4, 2013 

Quarter 
1, 2014 

Quarter 
2, 2014 

1. Population aged 15+ (thousands) 69 156.4 69 256.3 69 179.4 69 313.3 
Male 33 618.1 33 589.3 33 543.0 33 695.9 
Female 35 538.3 35 667.0 35 636.4 35 617.4 
Urban 23 074.8 23 144.2 22 804.2 22 911.6 
Rural 46 081.6 46 112.1 46 375.2 46 401.7 

2. Labour force (thousands) 53 855.9 53 698.9 53 580.9 53 714.5 
Male 27 730.4 27 638.9 27 511.7 27 584.8 
Female 26 125.5 26 060.1 26 069.3 26 129.8 
Urban 16 281.8 16 292.7 16 028.3 16 030.2 
Rural 37 574.1 37 406.2 37 552.7 37 684.4 

3. Age composition of labour force (%) 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
15-19 5.4 4.7 4.7 4.6 
20-24 9.6 9.4 9.4 9.4 
25-29 11.8 11.6 11.9 11.7 
30-34 12.0 12.0 12.2 12.2 
35-39 12.1 12.3 12.1 12.2 
40-44 12.1 12.2 12.3 12.3 
45-49 11.7 11.7 11.7 11.3 
50-54 10.2 10.5 10.1 10.5 
55-59 7.2 7.7 7.6 7.4 
60-64 4.1 4.0 4.0 4.2 
65 and above 3.9 3.9 4.0 4.0 

4. Labour force participation rate (%) 77.9 77.5 77.5 77.5 
Male 82.5 82.3 82.0 81.9 
Female 73.5 73.1 73.2 73.4 
Urban 70.6 70.4 70.3 70.0 
Rural 81.5 81.1 81.0 81.2 

5. Employed population (thousands) 52 737.7 52 793.1 52 526.2 52 838.4 
Male 27 150.0 27 164.9 26 957.3 27 104.6 
Female 25 587.7 25 628.2 25 568.9 25 733.8 
Urban 15 741.3 15 814.9 15 479.7 15 548.9 
Rural 36 996.4 36 978.2 37 046.6 37 289.5 

6. Employment to population ratio (%) 76.3 76.2 75.9 76.2 
Male 80.8 80.9 80.4 80.4 
Female 72.0 71.9 71.7 72.3 
Urban 68.2 68.3 67.9 67.9 
Rural 80.3 80.2 79.9 80.4 

7. Average monthly earning of wage workers 
(thousands) 

4 072 4 119 4 729 4 335 

Male 4 238 4 291 4 903 4 509 
Female 3 832 3 872 4 492 4 092 
Urban 4 765 4 876 5 726 5 119 
Rural 3 489 3 528 3 908 3 700 
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Indicator 
Quarter 
3, 2013 

Quarter 
4, 2013 

Quarter 
1, 2014 

Quarter 
2, 2014 

8. Underemployed population (thousand) 1 321.0 1 328.4      1 386.1       1 140.2 
Male        737.4        707.7         760.7         627.3 
Female        583.6        620.7         625.4          513.0 
Urban        199.5        194.6         220.5          155.7 
Rural 1 121.5 1 133.8 1 165.6          984.5 

9. Underemployment rate (%) 2.50 2.52 2.64 2.16 
Male 2.72 2.61 2.82 2.31 
Female 2.28 2.42 2.45 1.99 
Urban 1.27 1.23 1.42 1.00 
Rural 3.03 3.07 3.15 2.64 

10. Underemployment rate in the statutory 
working age (%) 

2.64 2.63 2.78 2.25 

Male 2.82 2.69 2.92 2.42 
Female 2.42 2.56 2.62 2.05 
Urban 1.30 1.28 1.45 1.05 
Rural 3.24 3.23 3.37 2.77 

11. Unemployed population (thousands) 1 118.1 905.8 1 054.7 876.1 
Male 580.4 474.0 554.4 480.1 
Female 537.8 431.8 500.3 396.0 
Urban 540.4 477.8 548.6 481.2 
Rural 577.7 428.0 506.1 394.8 

12. Unemployment rate (%) 2.08 1.69 1.97 1.63 
Male 2.09 1.71 2.01 1.74 
Female 2.06 1.66 1.92 1.52 
Urban 3.32 2.93 3.42 3.00 
Rural 1.54 1.14 1.35 1.05 

13. Unemployment rate in the statutory 
working age (%) 

2.32 1.90 2.21 1.84 

Male 2.25 1.85 2.17 1.88 
Female 2.40 1.95 2.25 1.79 
Urban 3.59 3.19 3.72 3.26 
Rural 1.74 1.30 1.53 1.20 

14. Unemployed youth population (thousands) 562.0 450.3 504.7 384.7 
Male 270.6 203.5 233.7 201.1 
Female 291.5 246.8 271.0 183.6 
Urban 225.4 206.7 225.9 191.4 
Rural 336.6 243.6 278.8 193.3 

15. Youth unemployment rate (%) 6.94 5.95 6.66 5.09 
Male 6.08 4.88 5.66 4.85 
Female 8.00 7.26 7.86 5.38 
Urban 11.48 11.17 12.31 10.65 
Rural 5.49 4.26 4.85 3.35 

Note: Aged 15+, except the statutory working age (15-59 for men and 15-54 for women) and youth (aged 15-
24). 
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II. MAJOR FINDINGS 
 
1. Labour Force 
 
1.1 Size and distribution of labour force and labour force participation rate 
 
 As of 1st July 2014, the total labour force aged 15 and older in Viet 
Nam was 53.7 million. Despite an increasing trend in the proportion of the 
labour force in urban areas, approximately 70.2% of the labour force in Viet 
Nam was still concentrated in rural areas. Moreover, 56.9% of the total labour 
force was based in just three regions: the Red River Delta, the North and South 
Central Coast and the Mekong River Delta. Female accounted for 48.6% of the 
total labour force or 26.1 million. 
 

Table 1: Distribution of labour force and labour force participation,  
Quarter 2 in 2014 

Unit: % 

Residence/Socio-economic region 
Distribution of labour force 

Labour force 
participation rate 

Total Male Female
% 

Female
Total Male Female

Entire country 100.0 100.0 100.0 48.6 77.5 81.9 73.4 
Urban  29.8 30.3 29.4 47.9 70.0 75.8 64.5 
Rural  70.2 69.7 70.6 49.0 81.2 84.8 77.8 

Socio-economic region        
Northern Midlands and Moutains 13.8 13.4 14.3 50.2 85.8 87.3 84.3 
Red River Delta (*) 15.3 14.7 15.9 50.6 76.6 78.2 75.1 
North and South Central Coast 22.2 21.7 22.7 49.7 80.6 83.2 78.0 
Central Highlands 6.1 6.2 5.9 47.4 84.0 87.5 80.5 
Southeast (*) 8.3 8.5 8.2 47.7 74.9 80.9 69.2 
Mekong River Delta 19.4 20.4 18.3 45.9 77.5 85.2 70.1 
Ha Noi city 7.1 7.0 7.2 49.3 70.2 73.8 66.8 
Ho Chi Minh city 7.8 8.0 7.6 47.2 65.4 74.1 57.7 

(*) Red River Delta excluded Hanoi city and Southeast excludes Ho Chi Minh city  

 
  At the national level, the labour participation rate was 77.5%. The rural 
labour force participation rate (81.2%) was higher than the rate for urban 
areas (70%). In addition, there were considerable difference between male 
and female in labour force participation rate, the female labour force 
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participation rate (73.4%) was lower than the rate for male 8.5 percentage 
points. Notably, the labour force participation rate was highest in the two 
regions of the Northern Midlands and Moutains (85.8%) and Central 
Highland (84%). Meanwhile, it was lowest in the two largest socio-economic 
centres of Viet Nam, namely in Hanoi (70.2%) and Ho Chi Minh City 
(65.4%).  
 
1.2 Age structure of labour force 
   

The distribution of the labour force by age group provides some context 
of the demographic and socio-economic situation. Viet Nam has a relatively 
young labour force, with one-haft (50.2%) of the labour force less than 40 
years old. 

 
Figure 1: Distribution of labour force by age group and residence,   

Quarter 2 in 2014 
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There were substantial difference in the age structure of the labour 

force between urban and rural areas (Figure 1). The share of youth (aged 15-
24) and older persons (aged 55 years and older) in the labour force of urban 
areas was lower than in rural areas. In contrasts, the proportion of the labour 
force in the prime working age group (aged 25-54) was higher for urban areas 
than for rural areas. This pattern could reflect higher participation in 
education for urban youth in comparision to rural youth, and longer working 
lives for older persons in rural areas.  
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2. Employment 
 

 Table 2 shows the distribution of the employed population by sex and 
region and the employment-to-population ratio of the second quarter in 2014. 
70.6% of all workers were based in rural areas, while females made up 48.7% 
of the total employed population. In term of regions, the North and South 
Central Coast and the Mekong River Delta accounted for 22.2% and 19.4% of 
total employment, respectively. The employment-to-population ratio stood at 
76.2% in the second quarter 2014.  
 

Table 2: Distribution of employed population and employment-to-population 
ratio, Quarter 2 in 2014 

Unit: % 

Residence/Socio-economic region 

Distribution of employed 
population 

Employment-to-
population ratio 

Total Male Female
% 

Female
Total Male Female

Entire country 100.0 100.0 100.0 48.7 76.2 80.4 72.3 
Urban 29.4 29.7 29.1 48.2 67.9 73.2 62.9 
Rural  70.6 70.3 70.9 48.9 80.4 84.0 76.9 

Socio-economic region        
Northern Midlands and Mountains 14.0 13.5 14.4 50.2 85.3 86.6 83.9 
Red River Delta (*) 15.3 14.7 16.0 50.9 75.5 76.7 74.4 
North and South Central Coast 22.2 21.8 22.6 49.6 79.3 82.1 76.6 
Central Highlands 6.1 6.3 6.0 47.3 83.3 86.9 79.6 
Southeast (*) 8.4 8.5 8.2 47.7 73.7 79.7 68.2 
Mekong River Delta 19.4 20.5 18.2 45.7 76.3 84.2 68.6 
Ha Noi city 6.9 6.8 7.1 49.9 67.7 70.4 65.3 
Ho Chi Minh city 7.7 7.9 7.5 47.6 63.3 71.2 56.5 

(*) Red River Delta excludes Hanoi City and Southeast excludes Ho Chi Minh city  

   
 In the second quarter of 2014, the employed population increased by 
312.2 thousand people compared to the first quarter of 2014. In 8 regions, 3 
regions had decrease in employment compared to the first quarter of 2014, 
highest is Southeast (decrease by 75 thousand respectively); 5 remain region 
increased compared to the first quarter of 2014, highest is  North and South 
Central Coast (increase by 108.2 thousand respectively). On a year-on-year 
basis from the second quarter of 2013, total employment increased by 436.1 
thousand or by 0.8%.  
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 The employment-to-population ratio was 76.2% in the second quarter 
of 2014. There was a considerable differential in the employment-to-
population ratio between urban and rural. The employment-to-population 
ratio in urban areas was lower than rural areas by 12.5 percentage points.  
 
 By socio-economic region, the highest employment-to-population ratio 
were observed in two mountainous regions, namely Northern Midlands and 
Moutains and Central Highlands, and the lowest were in two most 
economically developed centres of Hanoi city and Ho Chi Minh city. 
 

Table 3: Distribution of employed population by industrial sector and 
economic sector in quarter 2 in 2014 

Unit: % 

Sex/Residence/Region 

Industrial sector: Economic sector: 

Agriculture,
forestry and 

fishing 

Industry and 
construction

Services State 
Non-
state 

Foreign 
investment 

Entire country 47.1 21.1 31.8 10.2 86.1 3.6 
Urban 14.5 26.7 58.8 20.0 74.0 6.1 
Rural  60.6 18.8 20.6 6.2 91.2 2.6 

Sex       
Male 45.2 25.1 29.7 10.8 86.7 2.5 
Female 49.0 16.9 34.0 9.6 85.5 4.8 

Socio-economic region       
Northern Midlands and Mountains 69.8 11.8 18.5 9.7 88.9 1.3 
Red River Delta (*) 39.2 31.3 29.5 9.8 85.9 4.3 
North and South Central Coast 55.2 16.5 28.2 9.4 89.3 1.3 
Central Highland 72.8 6.9 20.3 9.0 90.8 0.2 
Southeast (*) 33.6 35.0 31.4 9.0 74.0 17.0 
Mekong River Delta  51.2 16.9 32.0 7.5 91.1 1.4 
Ha Noi city 24.1 27.9 48.0 18.4 78.6 3.0 
Ho Chi Minh city 2.6 31.7 65.7 16.2 76.4 7.4 

(*) Red River Delta excludes Hanoi city and Southeast excludes Ho Chi Minh city  

 
 Figure 2 presents the proportion of employed population by industrial 
sector for each region. The data show that Ho Chi Minh city has the most 
developed economic structure, with 97.4% of employed population working 
in industry, construction or services. In the mountainous and coastal areas, the 
proportion of workers based in the agriculture, forestry and fishery sector 
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remained quite high: 72.8% in the Central Highlands, 69.8% in the Northern 
Midlands and Moutains and 55.2% in the North and South Central Coast. 
 
Figure 2: Proportion of employed population by industrial sector and region,  

quarter 2 in 2014 
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3. Underemployment and unemployment 
 

3.1 Underemployed and unemployed population 
 

 As of 1st July 2014, there were 1140.2 thousand underemployed 
persons and a population of 876.1 thousand unemployed. In addition, 86.3% 
of the underemployed population were rural-based, and 55% were men. There 
were 54.9% unemployment based in urban and 54.8% were men.    
 

In the second quarter of 2014, youth accounted for 43.9% of the total 
unemployed, with the proportion in urban areas (39.8%) lower than in rural 
areas (48.9%). Meanwhile, youth accounted for only 19.7% of the total 
underemployed population. Youth unemployment has become important 
challenges for society, given their vulnerability to fluctuations in the labour 
market. 
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Table 4: Underemployment and unemployment by quarter 
Unit: Thousands persons 

Sex/Residence/Region 
Underemployed Unemployed 

Quarter 
3, 2013

Quarter 
4, 2013

Quarter 
1, 2014

Quarter 
2, 2014

Quarter 
3, 2013 

Quarter 
4, 2013 

Quarter 
1, 2014

Quarter 
2, 2014

Whole country 1 321.0 1 328.4 1 386.1 1 140.2 1 118.1 905.8 1 054.7 876.1 

Urban 199.5 194.6 220.5 155.7 540.4 477.8 548.6 481.2 

Rural  1 121.5 1 133.8 1 165.6 984.5 577.7 428.0 506.1 394.8 

Sex         

Male 737.4 707.7 760.7 627.3 580.4 474.0 554.4 480.1 

Female 583.6 620.7 625.4 513.0 537.8 431.8 500.3 396.0 

Socio-economic regions         

Northern Midlands and Mountains 118.3 106.7 110.0 94.6 63.1 50.0 53.8 44.5 

 Red River Delta (*) 289.7 256.7 281.0 304.5 156.0 132.6 131.9 113.6 

North and South Central Coast 253.9 346.0 354.9 229.8 237.1 209.5 246.4 190.4 

Central Highlands 83.2 52.9 73.1 74.3 50.9 30.8 43.3 28.1 

Southeast (*) 56.6 73.6 46.2 30.4 82.2 54.0 100.4 67.4 

Mekong River Delta 461.4 461.9 479.9 377.0 245.7 187.8 207.4 168.6 

Ha Noi city 52.4 29.0 29.2 27.3 149.5 136.1 143.3 133.3 

Ho Chi Minh city 5.6 1.4 11.7 2.4 133.7 105.0 128.1 130.1 

(*) Red River Delta excludes Hanoi city and Southeast excludes Ho Chi Minh city  

  
Table 5: Distribution of underemployment and unemployment by sex, age 

group and urban-rural location, quarter 2 in 2014 
Unit: % 

Age group 
Proportion of underemployment Proportion of unemployment 

Total Male Female
% 

Female
Total Male Female 

% 
Female

Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 45.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 45.2 

15-24 19.7 22.7 16.1 36.7 43.9 41.9 46.4 47.7 

25-54 68.6 67.5 69.9 45.8 48.2 44.4 52.9 49.5 

55-59 7.7 6.2 9.5 55.7 7.5 13.4 0.3 1.6 

60 and over  4.0 3.6 4.5 50.7 0.4 0.3 0.5 60.0 

Urban 100.0 100.0 100.0 39.8 100.0 100.0 100.0 39.5 

15-24  16.3 19.0 12.2 29.8 39.8 34.8 47.4 47.1 

25-54  76.3 73.5 80.5 42.0 49.3 47.8 51.5 41.4 

55-59  5.9 6.0 5.8 39.2 10.8 17.4 0.6 2.1 

60 and over  1.5 1.6 1.4 37.7 0.2 0.0 0.5 100.0 

Rural 100.0 100.0 100.0 45.8 100.0 100.0 100.0 52.1 

15-24  20.3 23.4 16.6 37.6 48.9 52.8 45.4 48.4 

25-54  67.4 66.5 68.4 46.5 47.0 39.3 54.1 60.0 

55-59  8.0 6.2 10.0 57.6 3.5 7.3 0.0 0.0 

60 and over  4.4 3.9 4.9 51.4 0.6 0.7 0.5 44.2 
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3.2 Underemployment rate and unemployment rate 
  
  The underemployment and unemployment rates presented below are 

calculated for the population of the statutory working age (including persons 
aged 15-59 years old for males and 15-54 years old for females). In quarter 1 
of 2014, the urban unemployment rate (3.26%) was higher than in rural areas 
(1.2%). There were little difference in unemployment rate among males and 
females. The unemployment rate across regions was very different with that 
of Hanoi city being the highest (3.87%).  

 
Table 6: Underemployment and unemployment rate in the statutory working 

age by quarter 
Unit: % 

Sex/Residence/Region 
Underemployment rate Unemployment rate 

Quarter 
3, 2013

Quarter 
4, 2013

Quarter 
1, 2014

Quarter 
2, 2014

Quarter 
3, 2013 

Quarter 
4, 2013 

Quarter 
1, 2014

Quarter 
2, 2014

Whole country 2.64 2.63 2.78 2.25 2.32 1.90 2.21 1.84 
Urban 1.30 1.28 1.45 1.05 3.59 3.19 3.72 3.26 
Rural  3.24 3.23 3.37 2.77 1.74 1.30 1.53 1.20 

Sex         
Male 2.82 2.69 2.92 2.42 2.25 1.85 2.17 1.88 
Female 2.42 2.56 2.62 2.05 2.40 1.95 2.25 1.79 

Socio-economic region         
Northern Midlands and Mountains 1.71 1.57 1.61 1.36 0.93 0.75 0.80 0.65 

 Red River Delta (*) 3.67 3.30 3.78 3.87 2.23 1.93 1.92 1.62 
North and South Central Coast 2.42 3.20 3.27 2.15 2.29 2.07 2.41 1.86 
Central Highlands 2.80 1.70 2.44 2.49 1.70 1.02 1.44 0.94 
Southeast (*) 1.27 1.74 1.12 0.75 1.88 1.27 2.37 1.63 
Mekong River Delta 4.97 4.80 4.99 3.86 2.65 2.02 2.21 1.85 
Ha Noi city 1.42 0.74 0.86 0.73 4.27 3.81 4.10 3.87 
Ho Chi Minh city 0.08 0.04 0.31 0.06 3.40 2.71 3.28 3.29 

(*) Red River Delta excludes Hanoi city and Southeast excludes Ho Chi Minh city 

 
 The rural underemployment rate (2.77%) was higher than the urban rate 
(1.05%). Among the differences regions, the Mekong River Delta had highest 
underemployment rate (3.87%). 
 

Despite slower economic growth, the unemployment rate in Vietnam 
changed not much. For example, the urban unemployment rate in the second 
quarter of 2014 was hardly unchanged, increased 0.4 percentage points 
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compared to the second quarter of 2013. This could be explained in part by 
the low level of development of the economy, where living standards are not 
high, the social security system is not developed and workers must stay 
employed, even in the informal sector where earnings are low and unstable, in 
order to support themselves and their family. 

 
Table 7: Underemployment rate and unemployment rate in the statutory 

working age in 2009-2014 
Unit: % 

 
Underemployment rate  Unemployment rate 

Total Urban Rural Total Urban Rural 

2009 5.41 3.19 6.30 2.90 4.60 2.25 
2010 3.57 1.82 4.26 2.88 4.29 2.30 
2011  2.96 1.58 3.56 2.22 3.60 1.60 

Quarter 1 in 2011 3.86 2.06 4.64 2.82 4.35 2.14 
Quarter 2 in 2011 2.82 1.55 3.37 2.22 3.59 1.62 
Quarter 3 in 2011 2.55 1.37 3.06 1.98 3.43 1.34 
Quarter 4 in 2011 2.58 1.35 3.12 1.80 2.99 1.26 

2012 2.74 1.56 3.27 1.96 3.21 1.39 
Quarter 1 in 2012 3.09 2.14 3.51 2.08 3.46 1.46 
Quarter 2 in 2012 2.39 1.19 2.93 1.87 3.12 1.29 
Quarter 3 in 2012 2.75 1.46 3.33 2.06 3.31 1.48 
Quarter 4 in 2012 2.71 1.44 3.29 1.81 2.88 1.32 

2013 2.75 1.48 3.31 2.18 3.59 1.54 
Quarter 1 in 2013 3.12 1.95 3.63 2.27 3.80 1.58 
Quarter 2 in 2013 2.51 1.32 3.04 2.17 3.66 1.49 
Quarter 3 in 2013 2.64 1.30 3.24 2.32 3.59 1.74 
Quarter 4 in 2013 2.63 1.28 3.23 1.90 3.19 1.30 

2014       
Quarter 1 in 2014 2.78 1.45 3.37 2.21 3.72 1.53 
Quarter 2 in 2014 2.25 1.05 2.77 1.84 3.26 1.20 

 
  The unemployment rate for youth was calculated for persons aged 15-
24 and adult unemployment rate for persons aged 25 and above. The youth 
unemployment rate in urban was 5.2 times higher than the adult rate (10.65% 
compared to 2.04%). The youth unemployment rate in the second quarter of 
2014 decreased 0.49 percentage points compared to the second quarter of 
2013, and youth unemployment rate decreased 1.57 percentage points 
compared to the first quarter of 2014. 
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Table 8: Youth unemployment rate and adult unemployment rate by quarter 

Unit: % 

Sex/Residence/Region 

Youth unemployment rate 
(15-24 aged) 

Adult aged 25 and older 
unemployment rate 

Quarter 
3, 2013

Quarter 
4, 2013

Quarter 
1, 2014

Quarter 
2, 2014

Quarter 
3, 2013 

Quarter 
4, 2013 

Quarter 
1, 2014

Quarter 
2, 2014

Whole country 6.94 5.95 6.66 5.09 1.22 0.99 1.20 1.06 
Urban 11.48 11.17 12.31 10.65 2.20 1.88 2.27 2.04 
Rural  5.49 4.26 4.85 3.35 0.77 0.58 0.71 0.63 

Sex         
Male 6.08 4.88 5.66 4.85 1.33 1.15 1.37 1.19 
Female 8.00 7.26 7.86 5.38 1.10 0.82 1.01 0.93 

Socio-economic region         
Northern Midlands and Mountains 2.74 1.98 1.97 1.37 0.36 0.39 0.47 0.43 

 Red River Delta (*) 8.46 7.30 7.32 6.74 1.01 0.91 0.95 0.70 
North and South Central Coast 8.57 7.76 7.73 6.14 0.77 0.77 1.08 0.82 
Central Highlands 3.43 3.26 4.37 2.51 1.13 0.40 0.62 0.51 
Southeast (*) 5.28 3.72 7.48 4.46 1.03 0.70 1.18 0.91 
Mekong River Delta 7.78 6.40 8.03 5.58 1.51 1.09 1.05 1.01 
Ha Noi city 11.81 9.94 8.64 7.77 2.80 2.64 3.07 2.97 
Ho Chi Minh city 11.36 10.39 10.15 9.22 2.27 1.67 2.25 2.43 

(*) Red River Delta excludes Hanoi city and Southeast excludes Ho Chi Minh city 
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